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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Understanding of M. Luther. and

J. Calvin. Concerning the Gospel and the Law

Lee, Seung Hee

Department of Theology
Korea Theological Seminary
Professor in Charge :

Park, Jong Chil. Th. M.

One of the problems on the new Testament Church is relation
of the Gospel and the Law. ''Nowdays, don't God's people saved
need the Law any more?' It isnot easy to understand this problem
rightly. 1In this thesis, I thought this problem with centering
on Luther and Calvin.

In Parc I, I described that the Law ﬁas ended by Jesus
Coming. But Jesus have come not to abclish the Law but to full-
£il it., And paul described that he understood the relation of
the Gospen and the Law in the viewpoint of salvation History.

In Part I ,. I discussed mainly how Luther and Calvin redis-
covered this problem, First Luther understood the relation in
the viewpoint of salvation History. He insisted that the Law

lead sinmers to Christ and the Gospel because the Law brings sin’



to light and proclaims the wrath of God. Luther, therefore,

insisted that the Law lead sinners to redemptation. Calvin

T

admitted that it was needful to proclaim the Law!! But his view

o

on the Law differed from Luther's. Calvin emphasized that sinn-
ers could be saved by only faith. The Law is.one normative Law
that God's people saved already need. I agree on Calvin's view
on the Law. That is, the Law is what to make us wish for salva-
tion and what to grow up £ill the second coming rather than what

ro fetter

o
w
@

In last Part, I described that among three uses of the Law
Luther's view of potitical use and educational use and Calvin's
were identical. 1In other words the Law suppresses the vice,
prevents us from corruption, realizes sin, and makes us seek
Jesus Christ. But calvin lays strouger stress on the third use,
the Law as rules of life, than Luther. The Law exists as rules
of life to sons of God,

As mentioned above, Gospel and Law are opposed to each
other. The Law demands a pure heart and compelete obedience.
The Gospel proclaimes that the ginner and the unclean man,
are accepted for Christ's sake. The Gospel thus abrogates the
law's power.

However the function of the Law is never opposited tfo the

race of Gosepl, Those smoothly correspond.
v P



- In this thesis, I am sure that both Gospel and Law make us
seek Jesus Christ. In addition I am sure that Gospel and Law

are the rule and norm of Faith and Life to please God.



